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(54) METHOD AND DEVICE FOR PROCESSING IMAGE 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To speedily acquire a required image 
by preferentially reading an area effective for diagnosis out of 
encoded data. 

SOLUTION: Under the control of an initial stream setting part 18 
and an input control part 14, first of all, an image input part 1 1 
fetches a component capable of reproducing a low quality image 
for enabling diagnosis supporting processing from an encoded 
image data stream. The fetched data stream is decoded by a 
decoding part 12, a provided two-dimensional image 13 is analyzed 
by a diagnosis supporting part 1 6 and a positive area 1 7 is 
determined Then, the input control part 14 controls the image 
input part 1 1 so that the portion of the positive area 1 7 can be 
preferentially fetched. Thus, the area effective for diagnosis is 
preferentially fetched and reproduced in details. 
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